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HOW MUCH Does it Cost? 
 

As you will see, it is possible to walk the Camino de Santiago on just about any budget. On the low end, you 

could spend as little as €20 per day, and at the high end, as much as several hundred Euros per day. We are 

going to look at the entire spectrum, the low and high ends of budgeting for the Camino. Then we will get 

personal and look at your Camino budget. 
 

Your Camino Expenses 
Your Camino expenses will fall into three major categories: 

• Daily expenses 

• Travel expenses 

• Preparation expenses 
 

Let’s start with an estimate of your daily expenses on the trail. I am going to use Euros, because that’s 

what you will use on the trail. Be sure to check the current currency conversion rates for your home 

currency, so you know how much your Camino journey will really cost, in numbers that are meaningful to 

you. 

 

If you haven’t already done so, before you continue you may want to take a look at the sections on my 

website called ‘Eating on the Camino’ and ‘Sleeping on the Camino’ to get an idea of how much individual food 

items, meals, and specific types of accommodations cost. 
 

Daily Expenses 
The following expense estimates include food, beverages, accommodations, laundry, entrance fees, 

luggage transfer service, incidentals, the occasional bus or taxi, and souvenirs (which you will probably buy 

in Santiago so you don’t have to carry them the whole way!). 
 

Budget: €20-40 a day* 

Here is how you walk the Camino at the low end of the budget scale:  

Stay at municipal or church-run albergues, picnic during the day and cook your dinner each night, do 

your laundry by hand, not by machine, maybe a bus ride or two, carry your own backpack, keep a 

close eye on all of your belongings, so nothing has to be replaced. 
 

Budget: €50-60 a day* 

If you have a bit more to spend, you can increase your comfort and convenience factor as follows: 

Stay at privately run albergues, upgrade occasionally (or even regularly) to a private room in a 

pensión or small hotel, eat at bars/restaurants most of the time, wash your clothes by hand except 

for a weekly run in a washing machine, maybe a taxi or two, carry your backpack most of the time, 

and maybe use the luggage transfer service for the longer days or those with steep uphill climbs. 
 

  

http://www.thecaminoexperience.com/
http://thecaminoexperience.com/about-the-camino-de-santiago/how-does-it-work/eating-on-the-camino/
http://thecaminoexperience.com/about-the-camino-de-santiago/how-does-it-work/sleeping-on-the-camino/
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Budget: €60-$100+ a day* 

Stay exclusively in private accommodations with private bathrooms, eat at restaurants, machine-

wash your clothes as needed or use the hotel’s laundry service, use a taxi if needed to jump ahead 

on the trail, use the luggage transfer service each day. 
 

*NOTE: Costs may be higher as services providers along the Camino regroup after the Coronavirus 

Crisis. 

 

Travel Expenses 
In addition to your daily expenses, you will also want to budget for the big travel-related expenses. Here 

are a few things to plan for: 

 

➢ Flight to and from Europe from your home country 

➢ Flight or ground transportation from your European entry city (or home if you live in Europe) to 

your starting point 

➢ Flight or ground transportation from your ending point back to your European departure city 

➢ Travel insurance to protect pre-paid travel expenses and to cover any unexpected illness, injuries, 

and emergencies 

 

Here are my favorite websites to use to estimate your travel expenses to and from the trail: 

 

For flight fares worldwide: http://matrix.itasoftware.com/  

For train travel in France: https://en.oui.sncf/en/  

For train travel in Spain: http://www.renfe.com/  

For bus travel in Spain: http://www.alsa.es  

To compare travel insurance policies: www.squaremouth.com  

 
Note: Hotels prices are more expensive in cities, so plan for more if you are staying overnight in Paris, Madrid, or 

Barcelona. 

 

Preparation Expenses 
If you have never traveled outside of your home country and you don’t live in the European Union, you 

may need to get a passport. In the USA, that will cost $165. 

 

If you have never done a long-distance walk like this, you may need to buy a backpack. That will cost $100-

200. If you won’t be carrying a backpack, but instead you will use the luggage transport services (€4-8 per 

day), you can use any piece of luggage you already own (= free!). 

 

If you plan to sleep in the albergues and have never been camping or have never stayed at hostels, you may 

need to buy a sleeping bag or sleeping sack. That will cost $60-200. 

http://www.thecaminoexperience.com/
http://matrix.itasoftware.com/
https://en.oui.sncf/en/
http://www.renfe.com/
http://www.alsa.es/
http://www.squaremouth.com/
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If you aren’t already a hiker, you could spend several hundred dollars on hiking gear – like hiking shirts and 

pants, socks, rain gear, and trekking poles. And most importantly, you will need to get the right footwear 

for the walk, which could run you $70-200. 

 

Your Camino Budget Worksheet 
 

Ready to put it all together?  

 

Daily Expenses 
Use this section to estimate your daily expenses on the trail. 

Estimated Daily Expenses:    

Total per day (from above):    (A) 

 

Estimated Time for Camino  

# of days walking     

# of days at starting point +    

# of days in Santiago/end point +    

# of days to Fisterra/Muxia +    

Total # Days for Daily Expenses: =   (B) 

 

Total Budget for Daily Expenses 

Total $ per day    (A) 

Total # Days X   (B) 

Total $ for Daily Expenses: =   (C) 

 

 

Travel Expenses 
Use this section to estimate your travel expenses to get to and from the trail. 

 

Flight to and from Europe         

Flight or ground transportation to starting point  +    

Flight or ground transportation from ending point +    

Travel insurance     +    

Total Travel Expenses:     =   (D) 

  

Preparation Expenses 
Use this section to estimate your expenses for preparing for your Camino walk. 

http://www.thecaminoexperience.com/
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Passport +    

Gear +    

Clothing +    

Total Preparation Expenses:  =   (E)    

 

Total Camino Expenses 
Copy the figures from the above sections here, to determine your total Camino budget. 

 

Daily Expenses    (C) 

Travel Expenses +   (D) 

Preparation Expenses +   (E) 

Total Camino Budget: =   (F) 

 

Add 10% for Emergencies and Surprises + $  (G) 
 

Budget Summary 
 

Total Camino Budget  $   (F+G) 

 

Total Cash on Hand Now for Camino - $    

 

Total Amount to Save or Raise for Camino $    

 

http://www.thecaminoexperience.com/

